CHAP. IX.                ANSGEAB IN SWEDEN.                         271

Paganism triumphed without disturbance. Anschar in
the mean time had been reinstated in the archiepis-
copate, now formed by the union of Hamburg with
Bremen. More hopeful intelligence came from Sweden ;
it was rumoured that all who had been concerned in
the insurrection had, in some awful manner, been
marked for untimely death: the possessor of a book,
which had been taken during the pillage by his son,
was more signally visited by the Divine wrath. But
either from prudence or timidity, the Bishop Gauzbert
represented himself as personally so obnoxious to the
hatred of the people, that his presence could but excite
more bitter hostility. Anschar did not hesitate to obey
the call; and in the account of this mission appear
some curious incidents, characteristic of the versatile
Paganism of the country. u If/' it was said, " you want
a new God, there is your late king, Eric, in whose
honour we have lately built a temple." But Anschar,
however strongly dissuaded, determined again t'o try
his influence on the Christians' old protector, the king.
He invited him to a feast, made him presents ; but the
king, become more cautious or more timid, declared
that on so great a question he would consult his people
and his gods. True to his word, he first held a private
council of his nobles, where it was agreed to consult the
gods by lots. The lot was favourable to the acceptance
of Christianity; the whole people were then assembled
in their parliament; and the herald publicly proclaimed
the object of their meeting, the admission or rejection
of Christianity. The people were of conflicting opinions.
A tumult had almost begun, when an aged man arose,
and declared that the God of the Christians had been
singularly powerful and propitious, in saving him and
others from the perils of the sea, and from pirates. " It